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Fresh Start for Tutor Training

On September 1, the Manatee Literacy Council will launch its newly redesigned
Tutor Certification Training, creating a more flexible, practical, and supportive
path for community members who want to become volunteer literacy tutors.

The new training was developed to better prepare volunteers for the real
experience of working with adult learners. It combines independent online
learning with opportunities to practice conversation skills, connect with other
volunteers, and become familiar with the tools and resources available
through MLC.

Volunteers will complete six self-paced modules covering adult learners,
culture and communication, tutoring techniques, lesson planning, Elli, and
using Al as a tutoring resource. The certification process also includes
Confident Conversation classes and a tutor cohort meeting, giving volunteers
opportunities to learn by doing, not simply by reading about tutoring.

The redesigned program also recognizes that volunteers come to MLC with
different backgrounds and schedules. Much of the training can be completed
independently through Google Classroom, allowing participants to move
through the material at their own pace while still receiving personal support
from MLC staff. Interested? Email us at info@manatee-literacy.org

The goal is simple: when a new volunteer is matched
with a learner, MLC wants that person to feel ready.

&y New Initiative: “English for Driving”
Helping people pass the Florida
State Drivers Test

Fundraising: We have a goal of 5
new monthly matching donors -
will one be you?

Events Calendar -
Click Here!



https://manatee-literacy.org/event-calendar/
mailto:info@manatee-literacy.org
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1BkX9GcL5C/
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1BkX9GcL5C/
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iHablemos Inglés!

Manatee Literacy Council’s
iHablemos Inglés! program is
designed for Spanish-speaking adults
who are beginning their English-
learning journey.

This small virtual class gives learners
a welcoming place to practice
everyday English, build vocabulary,
improve listening and speaking skills,
and gain confidence using English in
real-life situations. The class meets
virtually twice a week.

By keeping the class small and supportive, learners have more
opportunities to participate, ask questions, and practice without fear of
making mistakes.

iHablemos Inglés! is another way the Manatee Literacy Council is
expanding access for adults who need foundational English skills and a
comfortable first step toward greater independence.

This program is funded
through December
courtesy of the Lakewood
Ranch Foundation.

If you would like to help us
continue funding this
critical program, reach out
to Michelle to find out how
you can double your
impact today.

Of Note...

e Proliteracy’'s Notebook is
always a wealth of
resources. The Fall edition
also has a quote from
Michelle, our Executive
Director!

e \We are partnering with
Project Prosper this fall to
offer our learners a financial
literacy class. Participants
will explore topics such as
budgeting, saving,
managing expenses, and
understanding personal
finances. Classes will be
held online on Mondays
from 6:00-7:30 p.m. from
October 5 through
November 16, 2026.

Literacy Is A Legacy

At Manatee Literacy Council, we see every day that literacy can
change more than one life.

When an adult learns to read, improves their English, or gains
confidence communicating, that progress often reaches an entire
family. A parent may be able to read with a child. A learner may
qualify for a better job, speak with a doctor, communicate with a
child’s teacher, prepare for citizenship, or complete everyday tasks
more independently. That is why we think of literacy as a legacy.

For those considering the impact they hope to leave behind,
including Manatee Literacy Council in an estate plan is one way to
help ensure that adults in our community continue to have access
to literacy education for generations to come. A legacy gift does not
have to be large to be meaningful. It is simply a way to carry
forward something you believe matters.

For nearly 50 years, Manatee Literacy Council has helped adults
build the skills they need for greater independence. With the
support of our community, that work can continue well into the
future. Because when we help one person learn,

the story does not end with them.
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Welcome to Our Board: Sam Skogstad IlI

We're delighted to welcome Sam Skogstad lll to our board of
directors! Sam brings a rich and varied background to our mission
of expanding literacy in Manatee County. Trilingual in English,
Spanish, and Brazilian Portuguese, he currently teaches English as
a Second Language (ESOL). He draws on 25 years of experience in
the fresh produce industry, spanning sales, procurement, and
journalism, including serving as editor of both the Caribbean Basin
Profile and Americafruit magazine.

Sam has lived in Chile, Costa Rica, and Honduras, and has traveled
extensively throughout the Caribbean, Latin America, and Europe
—experience that gives him a deep appreciation for the power of
language and literacy to open doors. He is the father of Ashley and
grandfather to two grandsons in Miami.

"I'm excited to contribute to expanding literacy in Manatee
County," Sam shared.

Please join us in welcoming Sam
to the team!
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September is National Literacy Month

Every September, we join organizations across the country in
celebrating National Literacy Month, a time to recognize the power
of reading and writing to change lives.

This month, we're especially grateful for our continued partnership

4 with our friends at the Suncoast Adult Literacy Alliance (SALA), with
We were thrilled to participate in the whom we collaborate throughout the month to expand access to
Results 1** program! literacy resources and support in our community. Together, we're
. reaching more residents and helping more neighbors build the
Stay mn TOHCh skills they need to thrive.

@) facebook.com/ManateelLiteracy

instagram.com/manatee_literacy/

It's a great time to talk to your friends about the need for literacy
support in our community!
e 1in 5 adults in Manatee County reads, writes, or does basic

&d info@manatee-literacy.org math below a 3rd-grade level—and that number is climbing.

o (941)746-8197

e Reading skills connect to jobs, health, and family stability.

3501 Cortez Rd. West, Want to get involved? Reach out to learn how you can volunteer or
Bradenton, FL 34210 support our work this September and beyond!

COUNCIL

MANATEE Follow us on social media all month long for fun literacy facts,
LITERACY tips, and stories from our community! &
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